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11th May 2008
Joint Venture: TouchIllumina

Touch Productions and Illumina Digital have announced the launch of a new joint venture to create cross-platform content projects.

With five joint projects in development, the new company called TouchIllumina has already secured its first commission from the BBC. Led by Andrew Chitty and Malcolm Brinkworth, the new company will draw on both companies’ award-winning creative teams to create multi-platform projects across TV, the web and mobile platforms.  Based in Bath, TouchIllumina will develop projects for both UK and international broadcasters reflecting the widening reach of both companies’ business. “It’s a great creative combination”, said Andrew Chitty “Illumina has pioneered end-to-end TV & new media production and has great interactive design and technical skills. Joining forces with Touch, we gain access to a creative team who deliver true television events.  Together we can develop formats and experiences that are multiplatform from the outset.  Touch’s Human Footprint couldn’t help but catch your eye.  It was a 360 degree experience waiting to happen; that’s why I wanted to work with Malcolm”
“Touch has been planning a digital strategy for some time”, said Malcolm Brinkworth. “We were looking for a partner who had an established track record and who really believed in developing innovative and fresh content. The development slate of joint projects that has emerged is very exciting and ambitious. Our first” project is for the BBC but there are discussions with other broadcasters already under way”.

“This isn’t a merger - it’s a meeting of creative minds” says Chitty.  “Broadcasters who want to rise to the challenge of a multiplatform future need producers who not only understand the potential but can actually deliver amazing experiences on TV, online and on mobile. And producers all need to understand how we can develop, retain and exploit IP in a multiplatform environment – that’s central to our thinking”

TouchIllumina’s first commission emerged from conversations on  how to extend a business series, All Over The Shop, that Touch has made for the BBC. During production, Touch realised that thousands of small businesses start ups in the UK are doomed to failure because of basic inexperience and lack of support.  

“This is only the start” says Malcolm Brinkworth. “At Touch we were already used to thinking of our programmes as brands.  TouchIllumina will create brands that our audience can engage with on every platform” 
-ends-

For further information please contact:

Beth Spencer  PR and Marketing Manager

e.  beth.spencer@illumina.co.uk
t.   020 8 600 3464

www.illumina.co.uk
Company Background: Illumina Digital

Illumina Digital is one of the UK's leading multiplatform production companies.  Conceived as a broadband company from the outset, Illumina Digital pioneered end to end digital TV & multimedia production making over 900 hours of broadcast television for major UK channels. Now virtually all of Illumina Digital's content and interactive services are delivered through IP networks.  Illumina Digital combines the interactive design and technical abilities of a digital agency with the editorial skills and production values of a TV production company. The strength of this combination enables us to deliver consistent multiplatform innovation which has been recognised with many UK industry awards including four from BAFTA (two for innovation) and eight from the Royal Television Society, including one in 2008 for educational ‘innovation’.

