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17 June, 2008
‘Innovative’ learning resource wins at Royal Television Awards
Cliffhanger Studios, a modern foreign language resource produced by Illumina Digital, won a prestigious Royal Television Society Educational Award last night.  “Flexible and innovatively packaged…” said the judges as they awarded Illumina Digital in the ceremony’s ‘Innovation’ category. 

“The winner is a modern language resource which enables teachers to create a personalised approach by suggesting new activities and tailoring the content for their learners,” stated the RTS judges as they praised the resource’s originality.  The ‘Innovation’ category rewards a project that has made ‘a significant educationally innovative use of television or televisual material’.
Cliffhanger Studios, designed for teachers to use with post GCSE students, is an interactive resource that creates a virtual world where students provide the text and audio, and act out dramatic scenes from the soap opera in one of four languages.   The resource developed, designed and produced by Illumina Digital on behalf of the QIA (Quality Improvement Agency), allows teachers to choose scenes, characters and props to extend the dialogue and features images, audio and vocabulary banks that can be edited, and added to with user-generated content.  
Hilary Hall, Illumina’s Executive Producer for the project comments: “We’re delighted to have won this award for innovation. We’ve seen Cliffhanger Studios being used in the classroom and it enables teachers to engage with the learners and use great video of real-life situations as a stimulus for creative and interactive role-play activities.”
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Images from the interactive resource ‘Cliffhanger Studios’
For further information and stills please contact:

Beth Spencer  PR and Marketing Manager

e.  beth.spencer@illumina.co.uk
t.   020 8 600 3464

www.illumina.co.uk
Company Background: Illumina
Illumina Digital Ltd is an award-winning multi-platform production company.  Pioneers in the fields of education, technology and the arts, Illumina are at the forefront of the creation and development of multi-media experiences to inspire learning.  Illumina’s solutions aim to evolve the art of learning, by giving the user the empowerment to interact with and develop creative content during the very process of learning new information or developing a new skill. With an impressive portfolio of work for clients including the BBC, the National Theatre, Channel 4, the Welsh Assembly and the DfES, Illumina produce documentaries and lifestyle programming for digital and terrestrial TV; websites for commercial and public sector clients and a range of services and applications for interactive TV and broadband technologies.  Recognition in the industry has earned Illumina a number of prestigious global awards including four BAFTAs for interactive innovation, three New Statesman New Media Awards, three Royal Television Society awards, UK and global World Summit Awards, two BETT awards and a BIMA.       
