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Get your hands on London’s history with London Recut, a new interactive project celebrating the capital’s unique film heritage
Award-winning documentary production company Mosaic Films has partnered with Film London, the BFI, and the London’s Screen Archives network – which includes the London Transport Museum and individual boroughs across London – to create an innovative online film initiative and competition.

London Recut enables London’s citizens to explore moving image archive material of the city, some of which has been made available for the first time, and use it to create their own films via an easy-to-use online editing tool. The project is open to everyone, whether they’re a budding filmmaker, a keen historian, or just someone who wants to have a go.
Users can edit the material together with footage uploaded from their computer’s webcam and microphone via the site’s user-friendly online editing tool, and produce their own short film responding to life in London today. 

The material on offer ranges from early twentieth century silents right through to 1970s colour, taking in both London’s iconic landmarks and its lesser known gems. Highlights include both the sublime and the ridiculous: early footage of Winston Churchill attending the scene of the infamous Sidney Street Siege in London’s East End can be viewed alongside 1920’s film Springtime at the Zoo, featuring a jazz band and flapper brought in to try and cheer up the polar bears at London Zoo.

As part of London Recut there will be a competition to find the best films from around the city. Submitted films will be shortlisted by public vote and then a special jury of Londoners decide on the best four. These films will win greater distribution and exposure including at a special launch event at Rushes Soho Shorts Film Festival in July 2010, in BFI Southbank’s Mediatheque, on DVD and as part of a touring programme. The four winning filmmakers will also win a Flip™ camera.

The jury will consist of representatives from London’s creative industries and media, including Robert Elms from BBC London; Adrian Wootton, CEO of Film London; Munira Mirza, Cultural Advisor to the Mayor of London; and YouTube’s bad boy of archive mash up, Cassetteboy, who say: “"These days, film makers don't have to actually film anything.  The world is overflowing with existing material that can be recut to tell any story imaginable, and this competition lets you do it legitimately (for once)."
Adrian Wootton, Chief Executive of Film London: “Film London aims to get people excited about film and ensure all Londoners can get involved in the watching or making films. London Recut is a groundbreaking new project that does just that, giving free and easy access to tools which enable Londoners to explore and produce short films. The stunning rare achieve footage of the city celebrates London’s rich cultural heritage and will inspire people throughout the capital.”
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The LONDON RECUT competition closes at midnight on the 6th June 2010. 

All entries will be put to an online public vote from 7th – 20th June 2010.

Visit www.londonrecut.co.uk for more information on how to take part.

For more details, stills or interview requests please contact Kerry McLeod or Andy Robson on 020 7923 2994 or londonrecut@mosaicfilms.com

Further information:

1) About Mosaic Films: Mosaic Films is an established production company known for producing high quality documentaries which chart new territories in content, vision and method, and for nurturing new and emerging talent – whilst continuing also to work with documentary filmmakers at the peak of their profession. Last year we produced the BAFTA-winning series of animated documentaries, Troubled Minds. Previous credits include RTS winner To Courtney With Love and the landmark series A Year in Tibet.
2) About Film London and the Digital Film Archive Fund: Film London is the capital’s film and media agency and it aims to ensure London has a thriving film sector that enriches the city’s businesses and its people. The agency sustains, promotes and develops London as a major international production and film cultural capital, working with all the screen industries including feature film, television, commercials and other interactive content. Film London is supported by the UK Film Council and the London Development Agency, also receiving significant support from Arts Council England London, the Mayor of London and Skillset. 
The Digital Archive Fund is a UK Film Council lottery fund set up to increase public access to regional screen heritage. The Fund aligns with the vision of the Strategy for UK Screen Heritage that the public is entitled to access, learn about and enjoy its rich screen heritage wherever they live and wherever materials are held. For more information see: www.filmlondon.org.uk 
3) About Illumina Digital: Illumina Digital is an award-winning multiplatform production company. We combine the interactive design and technical abilities of a digital agency with the editorial skills and production values of a TV production company. The strength of this combination enables us to deliver consistent multiplatform innovation. This has been recognised with many UK industry awards including four BAFTAs (two for innovation) and seven from the Royal Television Society.  Illumina Digital has also received international recognition for the world’s best e-learning site (UN WSIS 2006), world’s best cooking site (Cordon Blue Gold Ladle 2007) and world’s best museum site (MAW 2007). Illumina Digital is an ALL3MEDIA company.

4) About the BFI National Archive: The National Archive is the largest archive of moving image material in the world. Started in 1935, the collection includes over 275,000 films, 210,000 TV programmes, seven million photographs and 15,000 posters. Archived material is accessible via curated exhibitions and screenings in cinemas. The Archive celebrates its 75th Anniversary in 2010.
5) About London’s Screen Archives: London's Screen Archives (LSA) is the regional network which supports all organisations in London holding collections of moving image material. Its mission is to bring screen heritage into the heart of London's cultural life. It helps organisations care for their collections. It helps the public and researchers find and use the material. It opens up new access to our extraordinary heritage of film made in or about our city. Members of the network taking part in the project include: London Transport Museum; London Metropolitan Archives; Imperial War Museum; and the London Boroughs of Bexley, Croydon, Greenwich, Hackney, Hillingdon, Sutton and Westminster.
