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Illumina Digital puts the public in the director’s chair

24th July 2007
Award-winning new media company Illumina Digital, is enabling the public to explore the different ways film has been used to record history. Focus on Film, hosted by The National Archives’ education website Learning Curve, allows users to manipulate film clips and understand the extent of their significance in the 20th century history. 

Aimed primarily at school children and their teachers, Illumina Digital’s innovative online editing tool is designed to impress on users the effect of film editing in history. The tool allows them to browse and edit together video clips, audio clips and stills from The National Archives’ collection. 

Focus on Film www.learningcurve.gov.uk/focuson/film sits within Learning Curve, the online education resource from The National Archives.

The site makes a huge collection of both iconic and lesser-known documents available to teachers and pupils covering the national curriculum for History from Key Stage 2 – 5. Focus on Film encourages learners to explore the value of film as evidence for the past and to evaluate different types of film material for reliability and usefulness.

Davie McGirr, Director of Design and Development at Illumina Digital said, “Films and reconstructions have traditionally been used to present a previously unchallenged version of history. This is an important educational resource for schools as well as the public, opening up historical records to even closer scrutiny and encouraging a range of different interpretations.” 

Illumina Digital’s browser-based editing tool, eSeq, has been adapted for The National Archives to include a Rostrum tool, which enlivens static pictures by enabling zoom effects and controlled movement across the image. Users will also have access to a ‘Flexible Caption’ feature to manipulate existing captions and titles on historical resources.  Importantly for schools, the programme will also include a ‘Watch Project’ feature to allow students to demonstrate their creations to class on a white board. 

The editing tool has a comprehensive ‘back-end’ built in for administrative staff at The National Archives to add new assets, reclassify existing ones, create new browse categories, view users’ projects and control users’ login status. 

Andrew Payne, Education Manager for Online Services at The National Archives said, “We’re always looking for ways to make the study of history as dynamic as the events themselves and Illumina Digital have delivered an informative and entertaining solution to bring our idea to life. The new program is a valuable addition to Learning Curve and we’re confident it will encourage more users to examine the use of film in history.” 
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For further information please contact:

The Media Foundry:

Alex Burr 020 7612 1160 alexburr@themediafoundry.com

Katya Bobova 0207 612 1159 katyabobova@themediafoundry.com
Tim Matthews 020 8932 5277 tim.matthews@nationalarchives.gov.uk 

Illumina – Background Information

Illumina Digital is a multi award-winning new media company which is at the forefront of the creation and development of leading edge, multi-media experiences across multi-distribution platforms to inspire learning.  Pioneers in the fields of education, technology and the arts, Illumina is aligned to, and works with a cohort of powerful brands and influential bodies including the BBC, the National Theatre, Channel 4, the Welsh Assembly and the DfES. 

Illumina is also at the leading edge of graphic and animation design, print and video, with an impressive portfolio of work and a diverse range of projects from digital and interactive television to commercial and public sector web development. Projects to date have included Axon and Wannabes for the BBC, Stagework - www.stagework.org.uk - developed by Illumina Digital and the National Theatre for Culture Online; Breaking the News for Channel 4, ITN and Channel4 News; and the Easy Edit online video editing suite, created by Illumina Digital for the BBC Creative Archive.

Recognition for its achievements has earned Illumina a number of prestigious global awards including four BAFTAs for interactive innovation, three New Statesman New Media Awards, four Royal Television Society awards, UK and global World Summit Awards and a BIMA.       

About The National Archives

The National Archives, www.nationalarchives.gov.uk, is a government department; and also an executive agency of the Ministry of Justice (MoJ). The National Archives brings together the Public Record Office, Historical Manuscripts Commission, the Office of Public Sector Information and Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. See also www.opsi.gov.uk
The National Archives is at the heart of information policy – setting standards and supporting innovation in information and records management across the UK, and providing a practical framework of best practice for opening up and encouraging the re-use of public sector information. This work helps inform today’s decisions and ensure that they become tomorrow’s permanent record. 

The National Archives is also the UK government’s official archive, containing 900 years of history from Domesday Book to the present, with records ranging from parchment and paper scrolls through to recently created digital files and archived websites. Increasingly, these records are being put online, making them universally accessible.
The vision of The National Archives is to:
· Lead and transform information management 

· Guarantee the survival of today's information for tomorrow
· Bring history to life for everyone
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