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EMPIRE’S CHILDREN TO INTERACT ONLINE WITH NEW CHANNEL 4 WEBSITE
25 June 2007 
Channel 4 is launching a new user-driven website to complement a six-part history series, EMPIRE’S CHILDREN. The series – to be broadcast from July 2nd – examines how the dismantlement and legacy of the British Empire have impacted on modern Britain and shaped our national identity.
The site – www.channel4.com/empire - was created by BAFTA award-winning digital production company Illumina Digital, who worked with series producers Wall to Wall, to create an online space that enables anyone with connections to the Empire to trace, record and share their own family history online.
The Empire’s Children site features the personal experiences of ten members of the public with their own end-of-Empire story to tell. Driven by user-generated content, the site will act as a forum for more shared memories and experiences from the general public and allow users to share useful family history tips related to this period of British history. The website will reflect a broad range of perspectives on the Empire, showcasing the stories of families who left Britain to make lives for themselves out in the Empire as well as those who came to settle in Britain from the colonies.

The Empire’s Children series will uncover the family histories of Diana Rigg, Chris Bisson (Shameless), Adrian Lester (Hustle), Shobna Gulati (Coronation Street), former Liberal party leader David Steel and comedian Jenny Éclair, whose stories will also be made available online as each episode is broadcast, offering an extraordinary insight into the history of the end of the British Empire and its fall-out on Britain right up until today. 
As a specialist online resource the website will contain a research guide with advice and information on tracing Empire lineage, alongside country histories and an interactive map to guide users through the rise and decline of the Empire. Anyone with an interest in the history of the Empire will also have access to a wealth of archive images and videos from the British Empire & Commonwealth Museum. 
Andrew Chitty, Managing Director of Illumina Digital said: “For Empire’s Children online, our mission has been to combine Wall to Wall’s brilliant TV show with a user-generated content site that allows the audience to contribute their own family stories. The participatory approach is a real step towards true, cross-platform commissioning for Channel 4 and independent production companies.” 
Actor Chris Bisson, who features in the programme added, "Most people with parents and grandparents from the former colonies wouldn't have the first clue how to go about tracing their ancestry, despite the fact that so many remarkable records do exist. I had a huge production team behind me to find mine. The Empire's Children website remedies that... it's a fantastic online resource, helping people take their first steps as they embark on their journey back in time and place in search of their lost ancestry.”
If you have an interesting Empire story or know someone who does, www.channel4.com/empire will be the ideal place to share such recollections, air your views on the role and effect of the Empire, and help others trying to research their own Empire history. 
- Ends -
For further information, please contact: 
· Channel 4 press contact: 
Rebecca Ladbury, 020 7306 5547, rladbury@channel4.co.uk
· Illumina Digital press contacts from The Media Foundry: 
Harriet Otoo 020 7612 1159, harrietotoo@themediafoundry.com
Alex Burr 020 7612 1160 alexburr@themediafoundry.com 
Illumina Digital – Background Information

Illumina Digital is a multi award-winning new media company which is at the forefront of the creation and development of leading edge, multi-media experiences across multi-distribution platforms to inspire learning.  Pioneers in the fields of education, technology and the arts, Illumina is aligned to, and works with a cohort of powerful brands and influential bodies including the BBC, the National Theatre, Channel 4, the Welsh Assembly and the DfES. 

Illumina is also at the leading edge of graphic and animation design, print and video, with an impressive portfolio of work and a diverse range of projects from digital and interactive television to commercial and public sector web development. Projects to date have included Axon and Wannabes for the BBC, Stagework - www.stagework.org.uk - developed by Illumina Digital and the National Theatre for Culture Online; Breaking the News for Channel 4, ITN and Channel4 News; and the Easy Edit online video editing suite, created by Illumina Digital for the BBC Creative Archive.

Recognition for its achievements has earned Illumina a number of prestigious global awards including four BAFTAs for interactive innovation, three New Statesman New Media Awards, four Royal Television Society awards, UK and global World Summit Awards and a BIMA.       
