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               ALL3MEDIA acquires multiplatform producer Illumina Digital

18 September, London -  ALL3MEDIA, the UK’s largest independent television production group, announced today that it has acquired Illumina Digital, the UK’s leading multiplatform production company.

Ten years old this year, Illumina Digital has led the way in creating large scale interactive and multiplatform experiences for broadcasters, brands and public institutions across the UK, winning 4 BAFTAs and more than 20 other international awards for cross-media projects produced for the likes of the BBC, Channel 4, Sky, Royal National Theatre, Government departments and commercial partners.  Illumina’s successes range from celebrity chef driven Get Cooking for the BBC to the user generated Empire’s Children with Channel 4, and from online teen comedy Wannabes to online entertainment channel Quizmania.

“We all know the digital future is one where the audience will want to experience content across TV, the internet and mobile.  Broadcasters and brands are beginning to realise that audiences have already shifted their behaviour and their businesses depend on finding people who can create these compelling experiences,” said Illumina MD Andrew Chitty.

“We already work with some of the most creative commissioners and producers of multiplatform content in the UK, but joining the ALL3MEDIA family will enable us to turbocharge those relationships in the UK and internationally.   The creative stable that Steve Morrison and Jules Burns have built is absolutely unrivalled.  With Andy Taylor at the centre of its digital approach, ALL3MEDIA stands out as a group which understands the commercial potential of digital media.   It’s that combination of old media excellence and new media strategy that we’re looking forward to being part of.”

Commenting on the acquisition, Steve Morrison, Chief Executive of ALL3MEDIA, said, “Ilumina Digital is the leader of the pack in the world of multiplatform content production.  Andrew and his team have a very impressive track record of innovation, and they are constantly setting new benchmarks for interactive content as the trend for audience engagement online continues to intensify.  We welcome Illumina Digital’s talented creators into ALL3MEDIA’S family of companies”.

Andy Taylor, Digital Media Director of ALLMEDIA, said, “We already have some of the best digital teams in the UK at North One, Conker Media, Lion and Maverick. The acquisition of Illumina Digital positions ALL3MEDIA as the UK’s leading producer of digital content and very well placed to benefit from the rise of the Internet as an entertainment platform”. 

Notes to Editors

ALL3MEDIA is an International Group of film and TV production and distribution companies with its headquarters in London.

The companies within the Group include: ARG, Bentley Productions, Cactus TV, Company Pictures, IDTV, Lion Television, Lime Pictures, Maverick Television, MME MOVIEMENT, North One Television, Objective Productions, South Pacific Pictures, Studio Lambert, Zoo ? and ALL3MEDIA International.

ALL3MEDIA has pioneered in new media and is at the forefront of advertiser funded content. In September 2007, ALL3MEDIA hired Andy Taylor, previously Managing Director, New Media, Channel 4 to lead its digital strategy. Andy Taylor has overseen the growth in video on demand revenues with ALL3MEDIA now having distribution deals with broadcasters, iTunes and Blinkbox. ALL3MEDIA companies are responsible for four of the top five companies viewed on Channel 4’s 4od – Hollyoaks, Peep Show, Skins and Shameless. 

The digital content teams at North One, Lion, Conker Media, Maverick, IDTV and MME are leaders in their field. They have produced industry leading projects including Britain From Above (BBC), Hollyoaks Online (channel4.com’s biggest site), wrc.com (the online home of the World Rally Championship), 4Homes (Channel4’s home portal) and Candy Girls (Germany’s first web soap for myspace).

N.One, the advertiser facing unit of North One, has pioneered content development for advertisers. N.One produce and operate The Audi Channel on the Sky platform, have produced ad funded programming for Red Bull, General Motors and The Guardian.  N.One also recently produced the UK first live advertisement for Honda.  Separately, in Holland, iDTV has developed content and campaigns for ABN AMRO, Unilever, Philips and Schiphol Airport.

Further information about ALL3MEDIA can be found at: www.all3media.com
Illumina Digital

Illumina Digital is an award-winning multiplatform production company based in London. Conceived as a broadband company from the outset, Illumina Digital has pioneered end to end digital TV & multimedia production making over 900 hours of broadcast television for major UK channels. Now virtually all of Illumina Digital's content and interactive services are delivered through IP networks.

Illumina Digital combines the interactive design and technical abilities of a digital agency with the editorial skills and production values of a TV production company. The strength of this combination enables us to deliver consistent multiplatform innovation which has been recognised with many UK industry awards including four from BAFTA (two for innovation) and seven from the Royal Television Society.

Further information about Illumina Digital can be found at: www.illumina.co.uk
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